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Ida Martha Wirth. Family lore is that officials 
at Ellis Island shortened Ida and Earnest’s last 

name from Seibenwirth to Wirth.  
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 Ingeborg Wirth
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Shtil, on taynes un basheydn
fun dem erdish yarid
vel ikh, ven bashert, zikh sheydn
mit mayn letstn troym un lid

Quiet, without complaints, and modest,
From this earthly teem
I will part, when the time is promised, 
With my final poem and dream

Kh'vel avek vi nisht geven do
Kh'veys, s'vet blaybn nor a klang
fun mayn kern zikh un vendn
fun mayn yidishn gezang

I will away as if I were never here,
I know there will remain but a sound
Of my comings and my goings,
Of my Yiddish song.
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81

A remez
A lebn lang gezukht dem emes,
un gefunen nor a remez,
nor a shpilter, a dermanung,
fun dem emes nor di anung. 

A Clue
A whole life long in search of truth,
and I only found a clue,
a mere splinter, a suspicion,
of the truth — a premonition.
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