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More than 200 enjoyed JHSM’s summer 2014 event, Cruise & Schmooze:  A Detroit 
River Cruise, which successfully combined historical programming with 

fundraising.  Slipstream Theatre Initiative’s acting corps provided re-enactors for the 
event.  Here, a young protégé of Phil Slomovitz enchants JHSM member Bea Rowe.

The Strategic Planning Committee.  Standing (l to r): Chuck Domstein, Aimee Ergas, 
Sheldon Cohn, Jennifer Boardman, Jacqui Elkus, Sid Simon, Jeannie Weiner, Stan 

Meretsky, Risha Ring.  Seated (l to r):  Liz Kannon, Michael Maddin, Wendy Bice.
Not pictured:  Ruthe Goldstein. 
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Tour participants encircle Judge Friedman’s bench.
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Judge Friedman stands in the center of the historic courtroom. The 
courthouse, located between Fort Street and Lafayette Boulevard, and 
Shelby Street and Washington Boulevard, was added to the National 

Register of Historic Places in December 2009.

Judge Theodore Levin, 1897-1970
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Judge Bernard Friedman, Judge Avern Cohn, and JHSM president Michael Maddin
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The Walter P. Reuther Library of Labor and Urban Affairs, the largest labor archives 
in North America, collects and preserves original-source materials relating to the 

development of the American labor movement, the political and community life of 
metropolitan Detroit, the civil rights movement, and women’s struggles in the work-
place. The Reuther Library is the home of the Leonard N. Simons Jewish Community 

Archives. The 1975 building is also home to many important works of labor-related art.

In 1961, Walter Reuther visited Israel as the guest of Histadrut, Israel’s labor 
movement. He was given a watercolor painting by Josef Zaritsky, a very 

prominent Israeli artist.  That painting is at the Reuther Library today.
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In 1951, UAW headquarters relocated to the Solidarity House, located on East 
Jefferson Avenue in Detroit. Renowned architect Oskar Stonorov designed both the 

building and this statue, which Walter Reuther dubbed  “The Builder.”  
Photos by Elayne Gross.

Randie Levin, Cathy Deutchman, and Charlene Handleman examine a 
sculpture by Irving Berg, on display at the Walter P. Reuther Library on the 

campus of Wayne State University. Photo by Elayne Gross
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